For Immediate Release — Like Right NOW!
Robot Discusses Philosophical Conundrall

Authorities Express Concern, Ask for Public Calm

“It's Just a Play” Says One Expert

“If That’s a Play, I'm a Great Ape” Says Another

(Providence,RI) Sincethe dawn of the computerage,oceansof ink have beenspilt writing about
intentionand consciousstatesandhow to definethem,andwhat sort of organisms—omachines—
might have whatkinds of thesequalities. The battlescontinueto rageabout
whethera machinecould ever approachconsciousness the way
that we understandt, and make meaningsthe way we do. Oddly
enough,in the searchfor the truth of the matter both camps
have overlooked an obvious strateyy: interviewing a computer
andaskingheropinion.

. _J While oncedeepphilosophicalconundrdik e these

~4f wereimportantonly to peoplewho hadnothingbet-

ter to do thanwonderwhy they wondered,in recent

yearsthey have developednto ahostof potentialprac-

tical difficulties in the progressof computerscience. Essentially
thesequestiongoil down to this:

If you built a robot smart enoughto do the dishes,
would it alsobe smart enoughto find them boring?

To beagin to addresghis appallinglacunain empirical studies,intrepid
investigatorTom Sgouroshasconstructeda testsubject,Judy and has
beenconductingextensiveinterviewswith herto begin to addresshedeep
questionatthevery heartof ouridentity asthinking beings:Canmachines
think? Do peoplewith mortgagedave freewill? Whatexactly doesit mean
to play chesawith a setwheretheblackpiecesarered?

Judy herselfwas assembledn Tom'’s basementfrom piecesof old com-

puters,bicycles,a copy machine,a marinestove, and—improbablédout

true—anold kitchensink. After literally weeksof intensie tutoringin

phonics elocution,andthe elementf logic, Judymadeherpublic de-

butin January2000,at Providences Perishabl@ heatre andthenagain

in May, in New York City (atonly asmalldistancerom Broadway), in
ashaow entitled,Judy, or What Is It Like To Be A Robot?

“Tom Sgouross witty play, co-starringthe charmingrobot
Judy is an imagination-stretcherthat delights while it ex-
. ercisesyour mind. If you think you cant imaginea con-
Ce sciousrobot, you're wrong—youcan, especiallyonceyou've
met Judy’ —Daniel Dennett(authorof Consciousness Ex-
plained, Brainchildren, Darwin’s Dangerous Idea, etc. etc.)

Judyand Tom invite you to comesharesomeof their empiricalfindingson
the consciousnessf robotsand actors,in this new, not-quite-soloshaow.
(You could call it “My Dinner With Android”) The seventhin a series
of possiblycomic monologuesandsolo dialogues Judyis a story of a
manand his, um, companiondiscussingsuchtopics asimagination,



consciousnesstagemagic,the usesof eyes,andwhatit’s really like to wake up in themorningand
confrontyour aluminum-and-stedhcein themirror eachday.

Judy, or What Is It Like To Be A Robot?appealso the monomaniacasociopathiacoboticsengineein
all of us,aswell asto mary membersf thelay public:

“Judyis asmuchfun asabarrelof wind-upcymbal-monleys,andlots moreentertaining.
—Bill Rodriguez Providence Phoenix

“Take oneclever humanbeingandoneclever (for a computerdriven)robot. Mix them
up andwhatyou have is a pretty clever pieceaboutwho’s smartandwho's really smart!
-Bill Gale,Providence Journal

“...an engrossingvening... Realquestionsaboutconsciousnesgreedomto act, the re-
lationshipbetweenthe creatorand the createdare woveninto a bravura performancé.
—Will StackmanAislesay.com

“Unainteresantenezcladerisasligerasy pensamientoprofundos..Lasideasquesalen
de la bocameétalicade Judy son perlasde sabidura de un artistamuy perspicazque
prefierequesonrobotselo expresetodoalosteatreros. —TomasGentile, WELH Radio

Somehave evenenjoyed Tom's earliershaws:

Millennium: A Love Story

“...a brilliant bit, andwholly original. In 13 yearsof reviewing for the Post,I’ve never
seenarything quitelikeit.” —ChipDeffaa,New York Post

Forgetlt!

Liar:

“...walk[s] atightropeof memory humor, individualobsenationandpersonahngst...ery
funny andvery pointed’ —Bill Gale,Providence Journal

An Evening of True Stories

“Sgourosreelsin his listenerslike a fishermansettingbait: first a teaseof what he’s
doingandthen,whonk,helandsthem,gaspingor airin acompletelydifferentuniverse.
—JohnettdRodriguez Providence Phoenix

You canfind out more aboutJudy and Tom, including the elided partsof the above

reviews andotherslik e them,somehigh-resolutiorphotos,andalist of places

they have toured,on the internetat , or by
contactingJudyslocal rep: Judythe Robot,401-555-1212.

— #HiH—



For Immediate Release — June

4

Robot Makes University of Timbuktu Debut!
Judy

or
What Is It Like To Be A Robot?

to play at Toman all, June and

(Timbuktu, PA) University of Timbuktu’s PhilosophyDepartmentpresentsTom Sgouros’newvest
work, entitled Judy, or What Is It Like To Be A Robot?, June6 and7, at 8:00 PM at TolmanHall.
Admissionis Free.

Deemed‘Rhode Island’s leading performanceartist” by the Provi-
denceJournal, Tom Sgouroshasbeenlaudedfor his sharpwit
and his forte for creatingintriguing theaterfrom unlikely
subjects.Adding new dimensionto the term “solo

performef” Judy, or What Is It Like To Be A Robot?
featuresMr. Sgouros,joined by his trusty robot
Judyfor alive "solo dialogue”. Describedas"My
Dinner With Android”, Tom and his robotic friend

exploresuchthemesasfreewill, stagemagic,imag-

ination,andhow you explainachairto someonevho cant sitdown.

OverthepastlOyears Mr. Sgourosinnovativework hasbeerflooring
critics acrosghe EastCoast. Chip Deffaaof the New York Poststates
“It’ s a brilliant bit, and wholly original. In 13 yearsof reviewing for
the Post,I’ve never seenanything quite like it.” Comparedn the pastto
monologistsSpaldingGray and GarrisonKeillor, the ProvidenceJournal
describeshis work as “walking a tightrope of memory humor, individual
obsenationandpersonahngst...eryfunny andvery pointed:

Tom Sgouroseganhis solo performanceareerin avery differentvenueas
atight rope-walker andsilentclown. In 1990, drawing on experienceasa
writer and producerof documentaryfilms, he beganperforminga series
of solotheatempieces—monologuesccompaniedby video, sound,an-
imatedmachinesandprops. Sincethenhe haswritten andperformed
sevensoloshawvs. All of theseshavs have premieredat Providences
Perishabl& heatre. Tom andhis showns have touredall overtheEastern
US, includinglimited runsin New York andBoston.

WHO: Tom SgourosandJudythe Robot,presentedby University of
Timbuktu’s PhilosophyDepartment

WHAT: Judy, or What Is It Like To Be A Robot?

WHERE: TolmanHall

WHEN: June6 and7, at8:00PM

HOW MUCH: Free

FOR MORE INFO:

PRESSCONTACT ONLY: JudytheRobot:401-555-1212



